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Industries 
• Oil and Gas 
• Natural Resources 
• Federal Lands & 

Environment 

Practice Areas 
• Commission/Regulatory 
• State, Federal, Tribal and 

Local Regulatory Matters 
• Administrative Law 
• Government Relations 
• Strategic Planning 

Admissions 
• States of Colorado & 

Wyoming 
• Supreme Court for the State 

of Colorado 
• U.S. Courts of Appeals for 

the Ninth and Tenth Circuits 

Education 
• Northwestern Law School, 

Lewis and Clark College, 
J.D., Portland, OR  
• summa cum laude 

• Knox College, Galesburg, 
IL, B.A., Biology 

 
Professional Activities 
• Rocky Mountain Mineral 

Law Foundation 
• Western Energy Alliance 
• Distinguished 

Environmental 
•  Law Graduate Award, 

Northwestern Law 
School, 2007  

Overview 
Jim Martin joined Beatty & Wozniak, P.C. as senior counsel in June 

of 2013.  Jim has a wealth of knowledge and experience in 
environmental and natural resources law, the legislative and 
administrative process and the political arena, as well as in academia.  
He applies that experience in helping clients solve permitting and 
compliance issues, interacting with agencies and legislators, and 
looking at the “big picture” of energy resource development. 

Before joining Beatty & Wozniak, Jim was the Regional 
Administrator for EPA’s Region VIII.  This position entrusted Jim with 
the ultimate responsibility for all federal environmental laws in six 
western states and on 26 Indian reservations.  

Previously, Jim was the Executive Director of the Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources under Governor Ritter, a cabinet level 
position in which he supervised over 2,000 state employees, and has 
also been the Executive Director of the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment in which he managed an annual budget of over 
$470 million.  In both capacities, he served on the Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission.  Previously, he served on the Air Quality 
Control Commission, as well as other boards and commissions. 

Earlier in his career, Jim worked for Congressman and then Senator 
Tim Wirth for seven years, both in the nation’s capitol and in Colorado, 
and was involved in a number of high-profile resource and energy 
issues.  He has also worked with non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) and started his legal career advising four Columbia River treaty 
tribes on their fishing and water claims.  Jim is admitted to practice law 
before the Supreme Court of the State of Colorado and the U.S. Courts 
of Appeals for the Ninth and Tenth Circuits. 

In his spare time, Jim enjoys hiking, camping, rafting, and pretty 
much anything that gets him outside in the Rocky Mountain West. 
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IN-DEPTH EXPERIENCE 
 
Environmental Protection Agency, Region VIII, Denver, Colorado,  
Regional Administrator, May 2010 to February 2013 

Jim served as the regional administrator of EPA’s regional 
office in Denver, administering and managing an organization of more 
than 600 employees and an annual budget of approximately $320 
million, with responsibility for environmental programs in six states 
(Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming) 
and 27 Tribal Nations. He and his staff oversaw state and tribal 
implementation of federal environmental statutes including the Clean 
Air and Water Acts, CERCLA, RCRA, SDWA and OPA, and managed 
direct implementation in Indian country of all environmental statutes 
where tribe not delegated authority. 

He directed involvement in complex Superfund sites, the review 
of SIP amendments for regional haze, ozone and particulate standards, 
and worked closely with states in developing water quality standards, 
including close coordination with Colorado and Montana on path-
breaking nutrient standards. He oversaw completion of interim and final 
rule for oil and gas air emissions on Ft. Berthold Reservation that 
resolved Clean Air Act issues and enabled oil and gas development to 
proceed. And he was onsite to oversee the EPA response to the 2011 
pipeline spill into the Yellowstone River at flood stage. 

 
Colorado Department of Natural Resources, State of Colorado, 
Denver, Colorado.   
Executive Director, October 2009 to May 2010 

As executive director, Jim was responsible for managing a state 
government department with over 2,000 employees and an annual 
budget of approximately $260 million, including the Divisions of 
Wildlife; Water Resources; Parks and Outdoor Recreation; Mining, 
Reclamation and Safety; the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission, 
the Water Conservation Board, and the State Land Board.  

While at DNR, Jim worked closely with the Governor and 
stakeholders from the natural gas industry, utilities, and 
conservationists to develop a mechanism that enabled the Public 
Utilities Commission in a single proceeding to consider the costs and 
benefits of installing pollution control equipment to address a series of 
regulatory requirements, rather than addressing them seriatim. The PUC 
and the Air Commission ultimately adopted a plan that required 
installation of control equipment at a number of plants but also 
scheduled retirement of several old plants in the Denver metro area 
where installation of controls would have been uneconomic; that 
capacity is being replaced, in large part, with modern natural gas units.   

 
 

 
Honors 
• Commendation from 

Southern Ute Indian Nation 
for work on legislation 
confirming their water rights 
and providing for their 
development. 

• Commendation from Public 
Service Company of 
Colorado for work on 
legislation creating 
voluntary cleanup incentives 
for coal-fired power plants. 

Boards and Commissions 
• Colorado Oil and Gas 

Conservation Commission, 
2007-2010 

• Colorado Commission of 
Indian Affairs, 2007-2010 

• Colorado Wildlife 
Commission, 2009-2010 

• Colorado Water 
Conservation Board, 2009-
2010 

• Colorado Groundwater 
Commission, 2009-2010 

• Advisory Board, Natural 
Resources Law Center, 
University of Colorado 
School of Law, 2007-2010  

• Colorado Air Quality 
Control Commission, 2004-
2007 

• Member, Committee to 
Review the Basis for 
Instream Flow Standards for 
Rivers in Texas, Water and 
Science Technology Board 
of the National Research 
Council’s Division of Earth 
and Life Studies, 2003-2004 

• Public Advisory Board, 
Western Regional Air 
Partnership, Western 



 
 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, State of 
Colorado, Denver, Colorado  
Executive Director, January 2007 to October 2009 

At CDPHE, Jim managed a state agency with 1,225 employees 
and an annual budget of approximately $470 million, with 
responsibility for both state environmental (air, water, and solid and 
hazardous waste) and public health (emergency response, pandemic flu 
and bioterrorism, disease control and prevention, a state laboratory, 
vital records, hospitals and nursing homes, consumer protection, food 
recalls) programs. During his tenure, the state of Colorado developed a 
regulatory program for reducing mercury emission from coal-fired 
electric generating units that was supported by both utilities and 
conservationists. He was a lead cabinet official in development of the 
Colorado Climate Action Plan. He was also a member of the Oil and 
Gas Conservation Commission and was deeply involved in re-writing 
that agency’s rules to reflect best practices in the industry. He also was 
one of the State of Colorado’s three natural resource damage trustees.  

 
Western Resources Advocates, Boulder, Colorado 
Executive Director, June 2005 to January 2007 

Based in Colorado with offices in Nevada, Utah and New 
Mexico, WRA is a regional environmental law and policy organization 
that focuses on energy, public lands, and water issues. During Jim’s 
tenure, WRA focused on a regional effort with the region’s utilities to 
encourage prudent investments that yielded reductions in emissions 
while enhancing shareholder value. WRA also became a regional leader 
in the wise use of limited water resources while maintaining 
agricultural uses and enhancing instream water resources. 

 
Natural Resources Law Center, University of Colorado School of 
Law, Boulder, Colorado  
Executive Director, January 2004 to June 2005 

While at CU Law, Jim managed an interdisciplinary public 
policy think tank with a staff of lawyers, economists and scientists. 
Founded in 1982, the NRLC provides governments, conservation 
organizations, business groups, community members, and other 
decision-makers in the West with timely, practical, problem-solving 
research regarding natural resources law and policy issues. At a time 
when coalbed methane development was developing at a rapid pace, 
Jim convened a symposium on coalbed methane and produced water 
that included participation by high-level administration leaders and 
produced a work book that was broadly disseminated and used. 

 
 
 
 

Governors’ Association, 
1999-2002  

• Governor’s Blue Ribbon 
Task Force on Mobile 
Sources, State of Colorado, 
1999 

• Regional Air Quality 
Council, State of Colorado, 
1996-1999 

• Governor’s Blue Ribbon 
Task Force on 
Transportation, State of 
Colorado, 1995 

• Legislative Task Force on 
Air Quality Related Values 
in Class I Areas 
(gubernatorial appointee), 
State of Colorado, 1995 

 



 
 

Environmental Defense Fund, Boulder, Colorado  
and Oakland, California 
Senior Attorney, January 1995 to January 2005 

At EDF, Jim served as senior attorney for air quality and energy 
for EDF, one of the nation’s leading non-profit environmental 
organizations. He worked with Public Service Company of Colorado 
(PSCo, now Xcel), the state’s largest investor-owned utility and 
Governor Bill Owens’ staff to secure legislation that facilitated 
voluntary installation of emissions controls on coal-fired power plants 
in the Denver metropolitan area. In California, Jim directed EDF’s 
effort during the California energy crisis to understand the underlying 
causes of the crisis and to propose sensible, cost-effective solutions. 

 
Office of the Hon. Timothy E. Wirth  
Counsel to Congressman/U.S. Senator Wirth, Washington, DC, January 
1986 to June 1988 
State director, June 1988 to November 1992. 

Member’s designee to the Energy and Commerce Committee, 
U.S. House of Representatives; Senator’s designee to the Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, U.S. Senate. Led legislative effort for 
the senator on reauthorization of CERCLA, and the Clean Air Act of 
1990, was one of the core staffers who worked to repeal portions of the 
Fuel Use Act, and advised the Senator on proposals for storage of high-
level nuclear waste and development of the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. Jim was also at the center of the successful 
effort to find a solution to a reserved water rights issue that had stymied 
enactment of wilderness legislation for a decade. 

 
Environmental Defense Fund, Boulder, Colorado 
Attorney, January 1984 to January 1986 

Served as staff attorney in the western water and air quality 
programs, with an emphasis on radiation protection, western water 
resources, and endangered species in the Intermountain West. Jim 
represented EDF and other conservation organizations in negotiations 
with state and federal agencies and water users in three Upper Colorado 
River Basin states that created a durable structure for recovering 
endangered fish species while permitting development of the states’ 
Compact entitlements. That agreement removed a significant 
impediment to reauthorization of the Endangered Species Act. The 
agreement remains in place today. He represented EDF in formal 
proceedings before the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
contesting plans to construct a hydroelectric dam on the Yampa River, 
the last undammed major tributary of the Colorado River system. He 
also represented EDF in administrative and judicial proceedings to 
clean up abandoned uranium mill tailings and mill sites across the 
West.  



 
 

Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission, Portland, Oregon   
Attorney, June 1981 to January 1984 
At CRITFC, Jim served as a staff attorney for the Columbia River 
Inter-Tribal Fish Commission comprised of representatives from the 
Warm Springs, Yakama, Umatilla and Nez Perce tribes. Jim was part of 
a team that developed and implemented a comprehensive legal strategy 
that strengthened the tribes’ capacity to advocate for their fair share of 
fish before state agencies; when the states rejected those proposals, he 
worked with the tribal attorneys and the U.S. Department of Justice to 
pursue legal claims in federal court that confirmed the tribes’ treaty 
rights. 

 


